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protector of his followers throughout her husband's
kingdom. During her absence a persecution of Krishna's
worshippers breaking out, a number of Brahmans were
despatched to bring her home. Before leaving Dwaraka
she went to visit Ranachor's temple; the deity was so
pleased with her that the image opened; she threw
herself into it, and was never seen again. At Udaypore
an image of Mlra is to be seen beside one of Krishna.

Madhwacharis. This sect forms a sort of connecting
link between the Varshnavas and Saivas. Their founder,
Madhava, who is said to have been an incarnation of
the god Vayu, was born about the twelfth century. At
first he appears to have been a member of a Saiva sect,
but afterwards forsook it for the Vaishnavas. Unlike
most men who change their beliefs, he was no bigot;
hence in the temples frequented by the members of this
sect we find images of Siva, Durga, and Ganesa, side by
side with those of Vishnu. One great peculiarity of his
teaching was that the human spirit (Jivatma), though
united to and dependent on the Paramatma, or Divine
Spirit, is yet distinct from it; hence final absorption
into the Godhead is impossible. This is a most marked
departure from the orthodox creed.

The Vaishnavas of Bengal. The greater part of the
Vaishnavas of Bengal, about 8,000,000 in number, and
forming one-fifth of the Hindu community, belong to
the sect of which Chaitanya, a Brahman of Nadiya, was
the founder. This man developed and proclaimed with
singular earnestness a system which had been partially
elaborated by two men named Adaityananda and Nity-
ananda. Being householders, and indisposed to lead an
ascetic life, they needed an active co-labourer to propa-
gate their doctrines throughout the country. And in
selecting Chaitanya they made a happy choice; for a